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INSTRUMENTATION 
 
 

(one player on a part unless noted) 
 
Piccolo 
Flute 1 
Flute 2 
Flute 3  
 
Oboe 1 
Oboe 2 (doubles on English Horn) 
 
Bb Clarinet 1 (2 players minimum) 
Bb Clarinet 2 (2 players minimum) 
Bb Clarinet 3 (2 players minimum) 
Bb Bass Clarinet 
 
Bassoon 1 
Bassoon 2 
 
Eb Alto Saxophone 1 
Eb Alto Saxophone 2 
Bb Tenor Saxophone 
Eb Baritone Saxophone 
 
Bb Trumpet 1 
Bb Trumpet 2 
Bb Trumpet 3 
 

4 Horns in F 
 
Trombone 1 
Trombone 2 
Bass Trombone 
 
Euphonium 
Tuba (2 players) 
 
Piano 
 
Timpani 
 
4 Percussion 
 
Percussion 1: Sizzle Cymbal, Triangle, Bass Drum, 

Brake Drum 
Percussion 2: Crotales, Concert Toms w/Sticks, 

Xylophone, Medium Suspended 
Cymbal 

Percussion 3: Glockenspiel, Large Suspended 
Cymbal, Marimba, Slapsticks, 4 Wood 
Blocks, Tam-tam, Crash Cymbals 

Percussion 4: Vibes, Crash Cymbals, Snare Drum 
(snares always off), Xylophone, Large 
Suspended Cymbal, Slapsticks, 
Marimba, Brake Drum 

 
 

Note: Although many percussion instruments are shared, they have been divided so 
that players often share with the same player. (i.e. players 2 and 3 share, and players 

3 and 4 share.) The only notable exception is the Brake Drum in the penultimate 
measure—a second Brake Drum (or Anvil) may be required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAM NOTE 
 
 

Turning in Air is energetic and mischievous, built around a sprightly motive of rising thirds. Contrasting 
colors of shimmering and swirling textures twist around indifferent monoliths that create a landscape for 
the ensemble. The piece opens mysteriously and atmospherically before it finds its impetus, diving 
through a series of escapades and diversions; phrases turn on a dime, disorienting and challenging the 
listener to find a “foothold.” The middle section relaxes and features an ostinato that is carefully eroded 
from its original identity, adapting to better fit the swelling brass chords. When the kinetic music returns, 
the ensemble ultimately careens out of control, ending in a final explosion of sound. 
 
Turning in Air, for wind ensemble, was written in 2015, and has a duration of approximately 9’. 
 

Alex Marthaler 
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Music by Alex Marthaler

Transposed Score

TURNING IN AIR

Copyright © 2015 Alex Marthaler (ASCAP)

All rights reserved. | www.alexmarthaler.com
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Flute 2

Flute 3

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

(English Horn)

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2

Bb Clarinet 3

Bb Bass Clarinet
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Trumpet in Bb 1-2

Bb Trumpet 3
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Horn in F 3-4
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Piano

Timpani
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Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Ob. 1

Eng. Hn.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Alto Sax. 1-2

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

Tpt. 1-2

Tpt. 3

Hn. 1-2

Hn. 3-4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tba.

Pno.

Timp.

Perc. 1:

Sizzle Cym.
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Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Ob. 1

Eng. Hn.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Alto Sax. 1-2

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

Tpt. 1-2

Tpt. 3

Hn. 1-2

Hn. 3-4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tba.

Pno.

Timp.
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Sizzle Cym.
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Crot.
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Vibes
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